
Library of Congress

Telegrams from Alexander Graham Bell to Sir Thomas Biddulph, From January 2, 1878, to January 3, 1878 http://www.loc.gov/
resource/magbell.30000103

Telegrams from Alexander Graham Bell to Sir Thomas

Biddulph, From January 2, 1878, to January 3, 1878

POST OFFICE TELEGRAPHS.

No. of Message. If the accuracy of this Telegram (being an Inland Telegram) is doubted,

it will be repeated on payment of half the amount originally paid for its transmission;

and, if found to be incorrect, the amount paid for repetition will be refunded. Special

conditions are applicable to the repetition of Foreign Telegrams. When the cost of a reply

to a Telegram has been prepaid, and the number of words in the reply is in excess of the

number so paid for, the Sender of the reply must pay for such excess.

N.B.—This Form must accompany any inquiry made respecting this Telegram.

Charges to pay £ ,, s. d.

Dated Stamp of 262 78 Delivering Office.

Handed in at the Mr Osborn Office at 11 45 .M., Received here at 11 56 .M.,

From To Sir L Biddulph Professor Bell 5 Cromwell Prk Osborne

What day would you propose to skew Telephone to the Queen here

A. POST OFFICE TELEGRAPHS. No. of Message Prefix Code (Inland Telegrams.)

For Stamps. Office Stamp. Office Stamp. Office of Origin and Service Instructions.

Words Sent. At M. (A Receipt for the Charges on this Telegram can be obtained, price

Twopence.) Charge To By
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FROM Please Write Distinctly. TO Alexander Graham Bell Addresses Free. Sir Thomas

Biddulph 57 West Cromwell Road Osborne Kensington

It will give me pleasure to show the telephone to 1/- the Queen at any time that may be

convenient. I # should prefer Thursday or Friday # of next week. I await her Majesty's

commands.

JAS TRUSCOTT & SON, London. Commands. SEE OVER.

CHARGE s. d. Telegram Repeating Reply Excess in Reply Paid Extra Copies Re-direction
Porterage Special Charges Total

If the Sender requires this Telegram to be forwarded by Post from the Terminal Office,

he must write the words “By Post” immediately after the Address of the Receiver of the

Telegram. If no such instructions be given, it will be delivered according to circumstances

in the following manner, viz.:—

1. If the Addressee resides within one mile of the Terminal Telegraph Office, or within the

limits of the Town Postal Delivery of that office, if a Head Post Office, the Telegram will

be delivered free. Beyond those limits, and if the whole distance to be traversed be under

three miles, a charge of 6d. per mile (counting from the boundary of the district within

which no porterage is chargeable) will be made; and if the distance be over three miles,

the Telegram will be delivered by Horse Express at the charge of 1s. per mile (except in

Ireland, where the charge will be 8d. per mile), the distance in this case being reckoned

from the office.

2. The cost of a reply to a Telegram may be prepaid, and a Form of Authority will in that

case be delivered to the Addressee, who may send his reply from any Postal Telegraph

Office at any time within two months after the date of the original message. The Form of

Authority will also frank any Telegram sent within two months, whether it be a reply to the

original Telegram or not; and if not used, application for the return of the money may be

made to the Secretary, General Post Office, London.
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3. The Department is not liable for losses incurred through the incorrect transmission,

delay, or non-delivery of Telegram.

POST OFFICE TELEGRAPHS. No. of Message. If the accuracy of this Telegram

is doubted, it will be repeated on payment of half the amount originally paid for its

transmission; and, if found to be incorrect, the amount paid for repetition will be refunded.

When the cost of a reply to a Telegram has been prepaid, and the number of words in

the reply is in excess of the number so paid for, the Sender of the reply must pay for such

excess. N.B.—This Form should accompany any inquiry made respecting this Telegram.

Charges to pay £ ,, s d. Dated Stamp of VICTORIA Delivering Office

Handed in at the Osborne Office at 12 55 .M., Received here at 1.5 p .M.

From Biddulph Osborne To Professor Bell or Bell

The Queen will fix Friday the eleventh to see the telephone if convenient


